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India’s climate dilemma
India faces a difficult 

choice that will have 
consequences for the 
world.   

No country’s energy 
needs are expected to 
grow faster in coming 
decades than India’s. 
Even under the most 
optimistic projections, a 
part of the demand must 
be met by dirty coal 
power -- a key source 
of heat trapping carbon 
emissions.   

India can either 
compromise on 
development needed to 
lift millions from poverty, 
or it can continue 
burning coal from the 
country’s vast domestic 
reserves, said India’s top 
environmental official 
Rameshwar Prasad 
Gupta in New Delhi, the 
week before the United 
Nations climate summit 
at Glasgow, known as 
COP26.   

With just days 
remaining for the crucial 
talks, a fundamental 
question remains: Will 
there be enough carbon 
space in the atmosphere 
for India’s developmental 
needs to coexist with 
the global ambition of 
limiting warming to 1.5 

degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit) since 
pre-industrial times.   

Last week, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced that the 
country would aim to 
stop adding greenhouse 
gases to the atmosphere 
by 2070 -- two decades 
after the US, and at 
least 10 years later than 
China. But this will only 
shave off a tenth of a 
degree of the world’s 
warming, said climate 
scientist Niklas Hohne, 
of the NewClimate 
Institute and the Climate 
Action Tracker.   

And India’s short-
term targets for 2030 
- increasing its current 
capacity of non-fossil 
fuel electricity to 500 
gigawatts and using 
green energy to meet 
half of its needs, cutting 
carbon emissions by a 
billion tons compared 
with previous targets, 
and reducing the carbon 
intensity of its economy 
by 45 per cent - wouldn’t 
have any impact, said 
Hohne.   

But experts said these 
goals are ambitious for 
India, considering its 
developmental status and 

will be far from easy.   
For instance, India 

will have to triple its 
non-fossil fuel capacity 
in less than a decade. 
And for that, its power 
sector will have to 
completely reimagine 
itself. States, whose 
entire economies have 
centered around coal for 
centuries, will have to 
diversify. Land, which is 
in short supply in the 
crowded subcontinent, 
will be required for 
sprawling solar parks.   

Even as the Indian 
delegation to COP26 
returned with little hopes 
of mitigating global 
woes, the New Delhi 
government asked people 
to stay indoors as much 
as possible due to highly 
increasing pollution 
levels in the National 
Capital Region. Almost 
all stations across the 
National Capital Region 
recorded an AQI under 
the ‘severe’ category. 

The alarming pollution 
levels were further 
accentuated by the farm 
fires that accounted for 
nearly 35 per cent of 
the pollution.

Bulandshahr/ Lucknow, 
Nov 15:   
The Congress will not 

enter into an alliance 
with any political party 
and contest all the 
403 seats in the 2022 
Uttar Pradesh polls on 
its own, party leader 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
announced on Sunday.   
A tweet from the 

Uttar Pradesh unit of the 
Congress said Priyanka 
Gandhi made the 
declaration on the plea 
of the party workers.   
Ruling out an electoral 

tie-up in Uttar Pradesh, 
the Congress general 
secretary said the leaders 
of the Samajwadi Party 
(SP) and the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (SP) were 
nowhere to be seen 
even when the 2017 
Unnao rape case and 
the Hathras gangrape-
and-murder case in 
2020 rocked the country, 
adding that only the 
Congress was fighting 
for the people.   
According to sources 

in the Congress, she 
said the party fought 
for the people’s agenda 
over the last five years 

Congress to go 
it alone in all 

403 seats in UP
Priyanka rules out alliance 

in assembly polls
in the state and added 
that on the basis of its 
organisational strength, 
it would go to the polls 
and give an opportunity 
to the party cadre.   
Addressing Congress 

workers at the Pratigya 
Sammelan - Lakshya 
2022 in Bulandshahr’s 
Anoopshahr, Priyanka 
Gandhi stressed on the 
importance of the Uttar 
Pradesh polls for the 
party, calling it a “do-or-
die” situation.   
She held talks with 

around 7,400 party 
workers from 14 
districts of the state in 
Bulandshahr.   
Priyanka Gandhi’s 

declaration of the 
Congress going solo in 
the Uttar Pradesh polls 
assumes significance 
as in recent days, the 
grand old party was 
seen favourably inclined 
towards the Rashtriya 
Lok Dal (RLD) of 
Jayant Chaudhary.   
Priyanka Gandhi 

and the RLD chief 
had together travelled 
to Delhi from 
Lucknow recently in a 
Chhattisgarh government 
plane, triggering the 
speculation.   
Congress leader 

Pramod Krishnam 
was also seen at the 
launch of Pragatisheel 
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) 
leader Shivpal Singh 
Yadav’s “rath yatra” in 
Mathura.   
Emphasising that the 

electoral contest can only 
be won by strengthening 
the party at the booth 
level, Priyanka Gandhi 
called upon the Congress 
workers to bolster the 
booth committees.   
She asked the party 

cadre to be active on 
social media and post 
all party activities on 
various social networking 
platforms.   
Taking a jibe at the 

ruling BJP, she said the 
saffron party has no 
respect for the freedom 
movement as its leaders 
did not shed blood and 
sweat for the country’s 
independence, and added 
that only leaders such 
as Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and 
BR Ambedkar envisioned 
freedom for the country.   
The Congress general 

secretary said her 
party had not only 
brought development 
in the country, but also 
promoted brotherhood 
and harmony.   

Abu Dhabi, Nov 15:  
External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar 
on Sunday called on 
Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and 
discussed with him the 
comprehensive strategic 
partnership.  

 Jaishankar, who 
arrived in the UAE on 
Saturday, said that he is 
deeply honoured to meet 
the Crown Prince.  

Deeply honoured 
to call on HH @
Moh ame dB i nZ a y e d . 
Value his continued 
guidance in development 
of our Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership, the 
minister said on Twitter.  

Jaishankar conveyed 
the greetings of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to Sheikh Mohamed, and 
his best wishes of more 
progress and prosperity 
for the UAE and further 
development for bilateral 
ties, Gulf News reported.  

The Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi reciprocated 
his greetings to the 
Prime Minister of 
India and wished more 
development, progress 
and stability for the 
friendly people of India, 
it said.  

During the meeting, 
the parties discussed the 
strategic ties between 
the UAE and India and 

Jaishankar talks strategic ties with 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince

ways to boost them in 
the best interest of the 
two friendly peoples, the 
report added.  

Meanwhile, the Sarang 
aerobatics team and the 
Tejas aircraft of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
showcased their flying 
skills on the opening day 
of the Dubai Airshow on 
Sunday.  

Five Dhruv advanced 
light helicopters (ALHs) 
of the Sarang team, 10 
BAE Hawk 132 aircraft 
of the Suryakiran team 
and three LCA Tejas 
aircraft are participating 
in the show that will 
conclude on Thursday.  

The IAF has been 

invited to the Dubai 
Airshow by the UAE 
government to perform 
along with some of 
the best aerobatics 
and display teams in 
the world, including 
the Saudi Hawks, the 
Russian Knights and the 
UAE’s Al Fursan.  

While the Sarang 
team of the IAF has 
previously participated in 
the Al Ain Grand Prix 
in the UAE in 2005, 
the Suryakiran team 
and the Tejas aircraft 
are displaying their 
swashbuckling aerial 
manoeuvre for the first 
time in the Gulf nation, 
according to officials.    

Glasgow, Nov 15:  
While world leaders and negotiators are hailing 

the Glasgow climate pact as a good compromise that 
keeps a key temperature limit alive, many scientists 
are wondering what planet these leaders are looking 
at. Crunching the numbers they see a quite different 
and warmer Earth. In the bigger picture I think, yes, 
we have a good plan to keep the 1.5-degree goal 
within our possibilities, United Nations climate chief 
Patricia Espinosa told The Associated Press, referring 
to the overarching global goal of limiting warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since 
pre-industrial times.  

Scientists sceptical about 

climate deal feasibility
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